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half-frozen  swamp  on  Swedish  land.  It  became  Peter 
the  Greats  imperial  capital,  his  "Venice  of  the  North." 
For  two  centuries,  St.  Petersburg  served  as 
the  center  of  Czarist  power  and  intrigue,  and  the 
backdrop  for  a stunning  array  of  artists,  musicians 

and  intellectuals. 

Visions  of  imperial  grandeur  and  revolutionary  fervor 
combine  in  Humanities  West's  two-day  series  of 
performances  and  lectures  ranging  from 
Faberge  and  the  decorative  arts  to  political 
intrigue.  A palace  coup,  the  Revolution 
of  1917,  and  their  effect  on  the  arts  of 
Czarist  Russia.  Hear  readings  from 
Pushkin  and  Dostoevsky.  Explore  the 
fantasy  of  Swan  Lake.  Savor  the  imperial 
offerings  of  a Russian  dessert  reception. 
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Address  Correction  Requested 


Faberge 


Decorative  Arts 


Russian  Folk  Music 


Readings 


Ballet 


Political  Intrigue 


ST.  PETERSBURG: 

The  Arts  In  Imperial  Russia 
April  7-8, 1989 

Trustees  Auditorium,  Asian  Art  Museum,  San  Francisco 


Coming  Up  Next! 


AMERICANS  IN  PARIS:  THE  JAZZ  AGE  OCT  13-14, 1989. 


Humanities  West  presents 

Co-sponsored  with  The  Fine  Arts  Museums  of  San  Fi 


ST.  PETERSBURG: 

THE  ARTS  IN  IMPERIAL  RUSSIA 


Nicholas  V.  Riasanovsky,  Moderator 


Friday,  April  7, 1989  8:00-11 :OOpm 

Trustees'  Auditorium,  Asian  Art  Museum 

LECTURE:  “THE  POLITICAL  CULTURE 
OF  ST.  PETERSBURG" 

For  two  centuries.  St.  Petersburg  led  a double  life.  As  the 
capital  of  Imperial  Russia,  its  glory  stemmed  from  the  arts, 
culture  and  wealth  of  the  Czars.  And  beneath  the  surface, 
revolution  seethed.  UC  Berkeley  historian  Reginald  Zelnik 
traces  the  political  intrigues  of  St.  Petersburg,  from  the  palace 
coups  of  the  18th  century  to  the  working-class'  Russian 
Revolution  of  1917. 

MUSIC:  SLAVYANKA 

The  grand  sonorities  and  rhythmic  marvels  of  Russian  folk 
music  are  explored  in  this  concert  by  the  critically  acclaimed 
Slavyanka,  a 27-member  Slavic  men's  chorus. 

RECEPTION. 

An  Imperial  offering  of  desserts  and  coffee  complete  the 
evening’s  offerings  in  the  Museum's  Gruhn  Court. 

Tickets:  $15- $28 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm 


Saturday,  April  8, 1989  10:00-5:00pm 

Trustees  ' Auditorium,  Asian  Art  Museum 

LECTURE:  "SANKT  PITER  BURKH:  WHY  WESTERN 
ARCHITECTURE  ON  RUSSIAN  SOIL?” 

Seemingly  against  all  logic,  Peter  the  Great  chose  to  build 
his  new  capital  city  in  a half-frozen,  remote  swamp  that,  at 
the  time,  belonged  to  Sweden.  Then,  in  a deliberate  rejection 
of  traditional  Russian  styles,  he  chose  Western  architects 
to  plan  and  design  his  new  "Venice  of  the  North."  Stanford 
University's  Jack  Kollmann  explores  Peter's  architectural 
revolution  in  this  slide-illustrated  lecture. 


LECTURE:  "THE  PATRONS  OF  FABERGE  AND  RUSSIAN 
DECORATIVE  ARTS” 

Peter  Carl  Faberge's  studio  produced  sumptuous  and 
imaginative  objets  d'art  for  the  Russian  nobility,  and  his 
jeweled  Easter  eggs  represent  the  pinnacle  of  this  Russian 
art  form.  Art  expert  Michael  Weller  looks  behind  the  scenes 
at  the  decorative  arts  of  the  Czars  in  this  illustrated  lecture. 

LECTURE:  "ART  IN  ST.  PETERSBURG:  THE  QUtST 
FOR  RUSSIANNESS” 

Parallel  with  the  importation  of  West  European  architects 
and  urban  planners,  Peter  the  Great  imported  European  artists 
to  embellish  St.  Petersburg  and  train  Russian  art  students. 
Stanford's  Jack  Kollmann  investigates  the  artistic  backlash 
of  the  19th  century  as  Russian  artists  rebelled  and  turned  their 
talents  to  purely  "Russian"  themes. 
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LECTURE:  "ST.  PETERSBURG  LITERATURE:  FANTASY, 
DREAM,  NIGHTMARE" 

Over  two  centuries,  the  writers  of  St.  Petersburg  delved 
into  the  collective  psyche.  They  recorded  themes  of  ambitious 
fantasy  and  high  ideals  for  the  capital  city  and,  later,  reflections 
upon  the  human  cost  of  those  ambitions  and  dreams.  Harvard 
University's  William  Mills  Todd,  III,  draws  upon  the  works  of 
Pushkin,  Gogol  and  Dostoevsky  in  this  discussion  of  Russian 
literature. 

LECTURE:  "RUSSIAN  MUSIC  CA.  1900  AND  HOW  IT 
GOT  THAT  WAY" 

From  the  radical  and  innovative  compositions  of  the  19th 
century  to  the  musical  conservatism  of  1900,  UC  Berkeley's 
Richard  Taruskin  traces  the  development  of  a Russian  School 
of  Music,  examining  the  effect  of  professionalization  and  the 
wealthy  merchants  who  came  to  dominate  patronage  in  the 
music  world. 

LECTURE:  "THE  GLORY  AND  LEGACY  OF  THE 
IMPERIAL  BALLET." 

Ballet  historian  Mary  Wood  presents  a lecture,  illustrated  with 
slides  and  a live  demonstration,  exploring  the  Golden  Age 
of  Celestial  Ballet  at  the  Imperial  Russian  Ballet,  and  its 
influence  on  twentieth  century  ballet. 

RECEPTION: 

Fine  wines  and  Russian  savories  conclude  the  program  in  the 
Museum's  Gruhn  Court. 


Tickets:  $25- $45 


COMPLETE  PROGRAM 

April  7-8, 1989 


$70  $63  $40  $ 


FRIDAY  EVENING 

April  7, 1989, 
8-10:30  p.m. 

$28 

$25 

$15 

$ 

SATURDAY 
April  8, 1989, 

10  a.m. -5:00  p.m. 

$45 

$40 

$25 

$ 

Handling  Charge 

$1.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 

$ 

NAME(S) 


ADDRESS 


CIV/,  STATE  ZIP 


TELEPHONE  (DAY/ EVENING) 


"Members: 

Humanities  West,  The  Fine  Arts 
Museums  of  San  Francisco 

Please  make  checks  payable  to 
Performing  Arts  Ticket  Service,  and 
send  with  a self-addressed  stamped 
business  envelope  to  Performing  Arts 
Ticket  Service,  1182  Market  Street, 
Suite  216,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 
Or,  Charge  by  Phone  at  (415) 
552-3656  beginning  March  1, 1989. 
All  ticket  orders  will  be  processed 
beginning  March  1, 1989.  For  further 
information  about  the  program  or 
Humanities  West,  phone 
(415)387-8780. 

Upon  receipt  of  your  registration,  you 
will  be  sent  a list  of  suggested  readings, 
a detailed  schedule  for  the  symposium, 
transportation  and  restaurant  informa- 
tion, and  your  tickets.  There  are  no 
refunds  for  tickets  purchased.  Seating 
is  unreserved  and  Saturday  lunch  is 
not  included. 


Founded  in  1983,  Humanities  West  presents  pmgrams  that  are  designed  to  enlighten  and 
entertain  general  audiences  through  performances,  lectures,  and  discussions,  offering  a 
rare  combination  of  the  fine  arts,  social  history,  music,  politics,  and  philosophy  of  a given  era. 
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